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Frank Fox was the president of the St. Croix
Chamber of Commerce from 2002 to 2003.
But his service to St. Croix and the entire Ter-
ritory did not begin or end there. He lent his
time and talents to a variety of task forces,
commissions and committees such as the
Governor's Economic Development Com-
mittee, The Cruise Ship Task Force, the U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary, the Navy League, the
Landmark Society, Our Town Frederiksted,
and St. Croix Friends of Denmark to name but
a few. He was also a member of Rotary Mid
Island.

But even beyond these Frank and his be-
loved wife, Beverly were everywhere. They
truly adopted St. Croix as home, and did ev-
erything they could to make it a better, and
more vibrant place for everyone.

Mr. Speaker, Regrettably, due to pressing
matters up here, | will not be there at the me-
morial service. And | know that this is where
Frank would insist that | be.

Frank lent his expertise to me, during a very
difficult political time—when | had introduced
and was shepherding the bill to create a Chief
Financial Officer for the Virgin Islands. Often
as he offered his opinion or advice, he would
preface it with “For whatever it is worth.” | can
tell you, and others who benefited from his
counsel would attest, whatever he said was
worth a lot!

| had the pleasure of serving with Frank on
the VI EpsCor (Virgin Islands Experimental
Program to Stimulate Competitive Research),
where he was the first Chairman. He gave
generously of his time, and expertise, and led
us through a very successful launching in
which the University received the first ever
grant to a territory.

He will be fondly remembered for all of the
above, but never more than every August
when we as a community gather to greet new
teachers. It was during his tenure as Chamber
president that this activity, which is now tradi-
tion, began. It demonstrates the depth of his
insight into what is important to the future of
the Virgin Islands, and more importantly his
commitment to that future. He knew and
showed us through his life and service, the im-
portance of the “village,” and its responsibility
to our children.

Mr. Speaker, we were all shocked to hear
that this man, so full of life, had left us. We
will always be grateful for his friendship, and
for his service to our community.

We send our heartfelt condolences to his
wife Beverly and his family. And we thank her
for sharing this wonderful man with us so gen-
erously.

————

TRIBUTE TO MRS. MARY TOWLES
SASSEEN WILSON

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the legacy of Mrs. Mary Towles
Sasseen Wilson, a distinguished native of
Henderson, Kentucky, which | have the pleas-
ure of representing in the House. In recog-
nizing Mrs. Wilson, we also pay tribute to all
mothers in this great Nation, as she is respon-
sible in large part for the origination of the
Mother’s Day holiday.
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In 1860, Mrs. Wilson was born Mary Towles
Sasseen in western Kentucky. She spent most
of her life in Henderson as a school teacher.
Had she never become involved in the devel-
opment and spread of Mother's Day, she still
would have been recalled fondly by many
western Kentuckians as a tireless, caring, and
effective educator.

However, Wilson’s story was not to end
there. Spurred by the love and devotion she
felt for her own mother, in 1887 Mary Sasseen
held her first public Mother's Day celebration
at the Center Street School in Henderson. In
1893 she published and dedicated to her
mother a pamphlet entitled Mother’'s Day Cele-
bration, which defined the holiday and sug-
gested readings and activities suitable for its
celebration.

In subsequent years she worked diligently
toward the introduction of Mother’'s Day obser-
vations at schools and towns in Kentucky and
elsewhere. When Sasseen attempted in 1899
to become one of the region’s earliest female
elected officials by running for Superintendent
of Public Instruction, commentary regarding
the campaign cited her as ‘“the author and
originator of Mother’s Day.”

Although Sasseen’s attempts to win elective
office failed, she continued to work for the fur-
therance of Mother’'s Day in America. In 1904
she married Judge William Marshall Wilson
and moved to Freeport, Florida, which was to
be the site of her untimely death in 1906. Less
than a decade later, in response to the efforts
of other notable Mother's Day advocates in
the tradition of Mrs. Wilson, President Wood-
row Wilson signed a joint resolution desig-
nating the second Sunday in May as Mother’s
Day.

Mrs. Wilson’s efforts were recognized by the
Kentucky General Assembly in 1926, when it
passed a resolution acclaiming Mary Towles
Sasseen as “the originator of the idea of the
celebration of Mother's Day” and giving her
credit for “her splendid work in attempting to
bring to the minds of children everywhere the
full admiration, respect, and love due our
mothers.”

| believe, Mr. Speaker, that these are efforts
no less worthy of commendation today than
when they were first carried out and honored
over a century ago. It is my distinct pleasure
to bring to the attention of this House the
noteworthy legacy of Mrs. Wilson and all of
the mothers she worked so hard to honor.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RICK RENZI

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 5, 2004, | was unavoidably detained and
missed the last vote of the day. Had | been
present | would have voted “yea” on H.R.
5011, the Military Personnel Financial Serv-
ices Protection Act.
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HON. DEBORAH PRYCE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on the
legislative day of Tuesday, October 5, 2004,
the House had a vote on rollcall 494, on H.R.
163, a bill to provide for the common defense
by requiring that all young persons in the
United States, including women, perform a pe-
riod of military service or a period of civilian
service in furtherance of the national defense
and homeland security, and for other pur-
poses. Had | been present, | would have
voted “no.”

The House also had a vote on rollcall 495,
on H.R. 2929, a bill to protect users of the
Internet from unknowing transmission of their
personally identifiable information through
spyware programs, and for other purposes
and rollcall 496, on H.R. 5011, a bill to prevent
the sale of abusive insurance and investment
products to military personnel. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye” on both.

HONORING CITY OF MONTEVIDEO

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the City of Montevideo
who received the National Civic League 2004
All-America City Award.

The City of Montevideo is located in the
southern part of the 7th Congressional District
of Minnesota, where the prairie meets the Min-
nesota River Valley. Montevideo is a small
rural community that has made a large impact
in the surrounding area and through the Na-
tion.

Although | have only represented Monte-
video for a short period, they have been a
shining example of a progressive community
that has been able to keep their identity in a
changing world. Most people round these
parts have a mutual respect for preserving the
outdoors while balancing economic growth
and development. People who live in Monte-
video maintain a quality of life filled with family
and civic responsibilities. They take pride in
public service and volunteering.

If the All-America City Award is described
as “. . . a Nobel Prize for constructive citizen-
ship,” then the City of Montevideo is an excel-
lent example. The All-America City Award en-
courages and recognizes civic excellence,
honoring the communities in which citizens,
government, business, and non-profit organi-
zations demonstrate successful resolution of
critical community issues.

Whether you are picnicking along the Chip-
pewa River or biking aside the Minnesota
River, the City of Montevideo is a wonderful
example of what a community is supposed to
be. | am proud to represent the City of Monte-
video and congratulate them on their out-
standing performance among a Nation of com-
munities.
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HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Coy Dean Fortson who regret-
fully passed away recently. A life-long resident
of Berrien County, Michigan, Coy was a dedi-
cated family man whose extensive charity and
dedication to local individuals and the commu-
nity as a whole made southwest Michigan an
even greater place to live and grow.

Coy valiantly served his country in the U.S.
Air Force during the Korean War, and was a
member of the Air Force Reserves for more
than 30 years. Over his inspiring career at the
Whirlpool Corporation, Coy helped to improve
the lives of countless individuals who had the
fortune of crossing his path. There is no ques-
tion that Coy’s passion for the betterment of
our corner of Michigan will be greatly missed.
He undoubtedly touched many lives as a
member of Berrien County’s FEMA Emer-
gency Planning and Response Team. Coy
also served on the Board of Directors for the
local public library, where he spent many
hours volunteering in order to expand the
availability of educational resources for our ex-
tended community.

On behalf of the Sixth District of Michigan,
our prayers and sincere regards go out to
Coy’s family and friends—he will certainly be
deeply missed.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO GREATER
TULSA AREA HISPANIC AFFAIRS
COMMISSION

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, | want to ex-
tend my congratulations to the Greater Tulsa
Area Hispanic Affairs Commission in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, for 25 years of service to the His-
panic community.

Then Mayor, James M. Inhofe, and Jack
and Aurora Ramirez Helton formed the Great-
er Tulsa Area Hispanic Affairs Commission in
1979. A city ordinance and county resolution
were enacted so that the Commission would
continue in the future. In 1979 only a few cit-
ies in the United States had such a commis-
sion. The Commission’s current work includes
annual youth exchanges and adult exchanges,
which are an established part of their partner-
ship with Tulsa’s Eisenhower International
School. Eisenhower has the United States’
only elementary school international exchange
program in its relationship with San Luis
Potosi’s Instituto Cervantes.

May the commission have many more years
of such valuable community service and pros-

perity.
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HONORING TAIWAN PRESIDENT
CHEN SHUI-BIAN

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, | join my col-
leagues in honoring Taiwan President, Chen
Shui-bian, and his people on the occasion of
their October 10 National Day.

In the past two decades, Taiwan has truly
emerged as a model Asian country. Secretary
Powell said it well when he remarked, “Taiwan
has become a resilient economy, a vibrant de-
mocracy and a generous contributor to the
international community.” In fact, Taiwan’s
economy is the 16th largest in the world. One
third the size of Virginia, Taiwan produces a
Gross National Product that is four-fifths the
size of Australia’s.

In addition, Taiwan’s democracy gives its
people a full range of political and civil rights,
including freedom of speech and assembly.
Taiwan also contributes to international
causes. For example, in the last 10 years, Tai-
wan has given $100 million dollars to 78 coun-
tries and Taiwan is now providing a significant
amount of humanitarian assistance to refu-
gees in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, Taiwan has become a close
friend of the United States. Our relationship
with Taiwan is multifaceted and wide-ranging.
While we do not have formal diplomatic rela-
tions with Taiwan, our mutual relationship has
been able to flourish over many years. The
United States and Taiwan have many com-
mon interests and shared values. Taiwan has
been supportive of the United States, including
our efforts in the war against global terror. In
turn, the United States should help Taiwan re-
turn to the World Health Organization and the
United Nations and commit ourselves to the
Taiwan Relations Act, thus assuring Taiwan’s
security.

It is clear to us that the 23 million people of
Taiwan prefer the status quo in the Taiwan
Strait. They prefer peace, stability and contin-
ued prosperity instead of dramatic changes
that might undermine or endanger what they
have achieved. To reflect the will of the peo-
ple, in his May 20 inaugural address to the
Taiwanese people, Taiwan President Chen
Shui-bian was very conciliatory toward China
and offered to open talks with China without
pre-conditions. In fact, he did not rule out any
form of relationship with China as long as it
would be acceptable to the people of Taiwan.
During this difficult time, the United States
should support Taiwan’s security, dignity and
sovereignty. We should listen to the 23 million
people of Taiwan and heed their desire for
continued peace and democracy.

Mr. Speaker, in closing | wish to congratu-
late Taiwan ambassador, Dr. David Lee, and
the people of Taiwan on their National Day
and wish them every success in their year-end
legislative elections.
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RECOGNIZING GARY, INDIANA
MEMBERS OF NAACP

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to recognize and commend the
members of the Gary, Indiana branch of the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP). On Friday, October
15, 2004, the Gary NAACP will hold its 44th
Annual Mary White Ovington Awards Banquet
at St. Timothy Community Church’s Fellowship
Hall in Gary, Indiana.

This annual event is a major fundraiser for
the Gary branch of the NAACP. The funds
generated through this activity, and others like
it, go directly to the organization’s needed pro-
grams and advocacy efforts. In addition, the
dinner serves to update and keep the commu-
nity aware of the activities, accomplishments,
and accolades of the local and national chap-
ters of the NAACP on an annual basis.

The featured speaker at this gala event will
be Dr. Mary Steele. Dr. Steele is the Super-
intendent of the Gary Community School Cor-
poration. This is a celebration of the 50th An-
niversary of the Brown vs. Board of Education,
the 75th Birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and the 39th Anniversary of the Voting Rights
Act. This year's theme is “The Race Is On.
The Time Is Now.” The NAACP Gary Branch
will honor members of the community that
have contributed to the cause of civil rights,
labor and industry, the community, and its or-
ganization.

On February 12, 1909, the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People
was founded by a multiracial group of activ-
ists, and their goal among many was to se-
cure the political, economic, and social rights
of all African Americans. For more than 95
years, the NAACP built and grew on the col-
lective courage of thousands of people. As the
Nation’s oldest and largest civil rights organi-
zation, the NAACP has worked successfully
with allies of all races who believe in and
stand for the principles on which the organiza-
tion was founded. Throughout its history,
some of America’s greatest minds have
worked to effect change.

The Gary NAACP was organized by a group
of residents that felt there was a need for an
organization that would monitor and defend
the rights of African Americans in Northwest
Indiana. The national organization, of which
the Gary branch is a member, focuses on pro-
viding better and more positive ways of ad-
dressing the important issues facing minorities
in social and job-related settings. Like the na-
tional organization, the Gary branch of the
NAACP serves its community by combating in-
justice, discrimination, and unfair treatment in
our society.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to the members of the Gary NAACP for the ef-
forts, activities, and leadership that these out-
standing men and women have championed
to improve the quality of life for all residents of
Indiana’s First Congressional District.
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